All the Believers in Em ; 
them to Stedfaftnefs in the Truth, 
SCRIPTURES. 


"With fome farther Confiderations of feven Queries, 
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In Three P A | 
- By ‘THOMAS GRA THAM, 


And they are thir rs from the Tra ad al eared 


Fables, 2 Tim. 4:4. 


But I will fhew thee that which is and shere is nome, 
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Here is nothing, which Men fincerely'Religions, 
do more heartily defire, thanthat aH Men were — 
fotoo; and becaufe they are fully fatisfied that 
they are in that very Way which moft truly leads to Life, 
they therefore [trive that all may know it and walk in it. 
And truly this is my Cafe, my Hlearts Defire and — 
Prayer to God far all Men is, that they: may be faved. — 
And as I believe it hath pleafed God to fhew methe Path 
of Life, I cannotibut:do my beft to fhew it tootherss 


for as fome by their Labours, have been helpful to me, fo 
I hope mine may be helpful to others. | 
lem, the Mother of us'All, Iallude to that Place, Gal. 
4.26. Interpreters, (fo far as I have obferved) take 
Jerufalem there, for the Gofpel Catholick Church » 


now this Church had its Beginning, and this Beginning 
was at Jerufalem ; and becaufe in the Progrefs of 


bundred years, there has abundance of Errors crept in, 
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Cont ainin Preface, 4 of 

the of ar The Mother of 
All. 


is evident to all as with dhe. 

have been fince the coming of our Lord, to 
eftablifh all. things in the of Grace, in. 
the firft Church at that cheep, 


and Preheminence of Power ;. 


| 

the 

| | > | 

| 
| 
| 
q few t Ferufalem, the true Mother of | 
: all true Chriftian Churches ; when yet the fay Ghoft hath left a 
high upon thofe who do follow Her, both in the ef- 
ia feétual Reception of the Gofpel, nop as the Word of fuch or fuch a man, ] 
(though preached by -poftles) but as st is in truth the Word of God, 
1 Theff. 2. 13, 14 and alfo but) im fuffering like q 
i shings of their Countrey-men, as they did of the Fews. And we delire,. 1 
| ftians tin thefe days, of the Heavenly Frame and. Holy Walking of == 
tht MOTHER-CHURCH. | 
Unto 


, Unto whom was committed, in the firft place, the Principles of the © 
Oracles. of God ;_unto.whom_ our deareft Lord was a perfonal Mi- 
Pi). gifter, and did ‘adtually + Difpen to, and Communicate with them, in 
| | ee ‘Divine e My yiteries or Ordinances of the Chriftian ; upon 
|. ‘whom was the molt excellent Gifts and Graces the Huiy 
Spirit of Promife It.was'this Churchy from to the 
) the Law of Chrift ftiould go forth, Wa. 2. 3 
2. Hen was" the Hae of the Lord Sabifbed in the top. 
ae tains, and exalted above the Hills, that all Nations might flow unto it: an 
ti | © Honour not given to other Churches, 4 Cor. 14. a6 What, came the 
Word of God out from you? No, this was the Glory of another, For out 
ts Zion fhad go forth the Law, and the Word of the Lord from Jerufalem. =~ 
Whicht y {pecial Order from Chrift was fulfilled, when he gave Com- 
| to his Apoftles, that Repentance and Remiffion | of Sins fhould be 
preached: ‘Name, in'all” Nations, beginning at ‘Jerafalem, Luk.r4. 
And’ here it was that the Spirit gave utterance'unto' the ‘Apoftles, 
| at that very time at Ferufalem) might hear from thence the joyful © 
~ Sound of the Gofpel, and confequenty, keep the fame Holy Doétrine © 
Ages and Nations, as it was there delivered, and bd- 
“vers Signs and Miracles, and Gifts of Ghoft, Math. 28. 19 
‘Forafmuch then, as all Churches, in all ‘Ages = 
bound to follow this Church, ' i in the Obfervation of all 
things whatfoever Chrift commanded” them; we hold ‘our felves 
“eoncern’d, at this time; to declare our u "Affent unto the Fruth 
«of the Gofpel; as ‘it was here ‘delivered; and our humble Refolution to. 
_keep| the Ordinances of Chrift, as shay were here prattifed (not doubt- 
ing bur the fame was received in all Churches at the frit) being con 
mi i | |, thdent’of this very thing, that a fafef way cannot be ‘found for the fe- 
of our Souls, fromthe manifold Errors, ‘which fince the Planta- 
tion of this Church, have' been’ oBtruded upon 
da moft parts of the Chriftian Nations, 
|. |. To the intent then’ that we may avoid ‘Error, and to Trath, 
fhall confider particularly very brief y) the Frame of. this 
eavenly Building, in’ refed oF her’ Foundation, Form of Govern- 
in’ order, her “And 


1 
* 


i 
i 
ad P 


Ate 


Wé find he- to vonGft in particles, cal 
Ted, rhe beginning of the Word of Chrift, which Articles are therefore 


called the becaufé.of the Relation they have: to: Chrift, 


who isa Foundation to his Church, as held forth in his own Doctrine, 


and other Foundations than Chrift { held forth, can no man lay... 
Of fuch importance are thefé Sacred Principles, that we find the 


Ancient. Chriftians. ufed to call them the Chriftian Catechifm., Cdry- 


foftoms, ‘Teftimony is this; That all theje are fundamental | Articles 5 that 
%, that we ought to repent’ frees dead WVorks, to be baptized into the Faith 
of Chrift, and be made worthy of the Gift of the Spirit, who is given by im- 


 ~pofition of Hands ; and we are to be taught the Myfteries of the Refurrettion 


and Eternal Fudgment. Thu Catechifm, faithhe, is perfe. And indeed 
in the Teftament, we meet not with fuch an excellent 
of the Chriftian Dottrine asin which was written 


to this Mother-Church. 
the | Romans: And Timothy is commanded to hold faft the Form 


of found P¥erd:, which he had heard of St. Paul ; Chrift is faid to be 


the Apoftle and High Prieft of our Profefion,.the Author and Finifher 


of our Faith, we are willed to contend for the Faith once delivered to - 
the Saints. But none of thefé places do fhew us, as the Text under’ 


confideration, what this Form of Doftrine, this Form of found Words, this 
Profeffion, and this Faith was, in re{pect of the Compofitions and Foun- 


of them ; nor can there any thing be affigned, that is { 
properly the Analogy or Rule of Faith, as Principles of Cate 


all Chriftian Churches had held faft this 
techifm, though no more had ever been compofed ; Unity in the Truth | 
heen, than by fo many as are 
now extant. And fure this being of Divine ¢ ure and Authority, 
the of the Oracles of God, . the Beginningiof ‘the Word of Chrift, 


| To begin with the { Principle of this Church, ‘Jet us confider. A, 


I. Repentance fram Dead Werks, 
We Salk why Repentance is 


ithe. 


even before Faith ; fure it is becaufé:no,unr 
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Fath. 
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"the things: That they gladly received the Word of the 
‘Salvation. 48.2. 40. To the illumination of 


‘the Work of God,. 

which ave Arguments of true aud lively Faith. Heb. 6. 105 11. Heb. 

TOs 32, 33, 34> 35° 
He that reads 


Mother-Church,: wherein we-may be fare no new Dodtrine.is delivered 
‘but the fame corroborated which they 


z 


of Chat? The not 00 has filled ail Natio. 
ofthe Cnritian Religion | 

Of Bath Gd in thet 
of the Faith of this i 


_ pelling the darknefs of Errour and Unbelief; by this Faith they had 


| and their Confidence in God 
willingly endured a great Fight of AffisEtions, mbsift they meve — 

snade a Gazing Pock, bot ‘by. Reproaches, 
|| sath jorfulnefs; and were willing 


had a 


of Reward, in the Love and 


Gke, works 


Pafionate thee rhat were Bond Sor 
| Love: 


to the Saints, 


and confiders this Excellent Epiftle, written to this . 


had received, fhall find that 


nal Churches with unregenerate, to the 


ai hirmult follow Repentance. ‘There is indeed a Faith (which we 
iad y.call the Faith of Mankind) to believe there is a God, that will bs 
a th punith Sinners, and reward the Righteous, end this Faith muft § 
ae This Repentance, as it was a Principle of this Mother-Church, com- 2 
thends three things, a true Sence of Sin, in the exceeding finfulnefS of 
K in which it is faid, They were pricked at the heart, and cried - 
a , or aid, Men and Brethren, what fhall we da? Act. 2. 37. which : 
i}. accompanied with Godly Sorrow, and with Amendment of Life, 
if thout which, Repentance is rather to be repented of, than to be 2 
4g emed any part of the Foundation of Chriftian Religion ; Repent ye ; 
i efore, and be converted, that your Sims may be blotted out. Act. 3. 19. * 
j ithout which Repentance, there is no Remiffion. Luk. 13.5. Ex- ‘ 
ye repent, ye all perifb, {ah our Saviour: How biefied had 
ay seen, if this Doctrine had been preached, and Men brought tothe 
+ | 
- 


Godly in Chrift Jefus muft expec 


{pect of his Humanity. 


of his Divinity, 
fpe&t of Prieitly 


3 Of the DoBtrine of in this Church, 


. The Lord Chriit had fally taught the Guides of this Mother-Church 
the Doétrine of fin both by W ord and Example ; and thereby had | 
informed them of a three-fold Baptifm. The firlt delivered by 
_himfelf making the People Difciples,by teaching them tourepent and be- | 
ee SE * pel, and thena g his Difciples to dip them in the 
£River in which refpe& it is faid that Jefas made and dipped (or Bap- 
tized ) more Ditciples than Foln, Mat. 4. 17. 4. 1. Fobm 2. 22. 
His own example being an unqueftionable Rule for the manner 
= he being Dipped of Fobn into Jordan, as the Greek. hath. it, Mak 

. Q. and then up out of the Water. And of this whole Church it is 
dies wafhed with pure water. For Baptifinal Water is therefore purer, 
becaufe it is Sanctibed for our Religious ufe, both by the aia 
Chrift, and by the Word of Gad. And of this Church, was firft requi- 
red, that every one of them fhould then be Baptized ; ‘ sohiel 
them it is alfo faid, that they that gladly received the Word preached 
by St. Peter, were Als 2. 38,40. 
They were alfo inftrudted concerning the Baptin of the Holy Spitie; 
pip gpatchme? of the Father made to all the called of the Lord, 
and was particularly applied to them, and poured upon them id the 


way of Forth and C 
“Tobe wiliag to be with A@fliGions for Cheift and the Go- 
fpels-fake, were alfo taught by our bleffed Saviour in his Difcourfé — 
with fome of his: Difciples, and by his own Sufferings, Luke 12. 20. 
of which they were alfo Heb. 10. 32. as alfo all that will 
the fame. And it would be con- 
fidered by what Rule any mancan take upon bim to make Baptifm the 
firft Principle, eing Chrift himfelf has made it the third Principle? 
a what Rule any man can call S ? Dare 
as they act? thar ie dare they fay, I fprinkle thee in the Name of 
the Faber Would not their Confcience fli¢ in their Face if ' they. 


and 


=} 


Chap. 2. in res 
BS ce and Sacrifice, with all other Offices to which . 
wasappointed of God, in the refidue 
cannot now particularly. 
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EE in pte which they call their Baptifm ; God will firely 
in this cafe a Quo warrante for their pre- 


Of the Laing on of Hands in this Church 


There are two great Bleffings belong to all true Chriftians, Remiff; 
Bi aa on of fin, and the Gift of the Holy Spirit; the firft is configned to then 
“Gn Sacred Baptifm, the fecond in Prayer, with the laying on of Hands; 
‘im which way this Morher-Church received this Blefling, as is evident 
Be ak the erinumeration and order of the Principles of her Catechifm, 
and alfo from this Teftimony, that great Grace was upon them all, As 
4.22. as alfo in that it is exprefly faid, that this Church continued © 
faftly in the Apoftles Doétrine, a Principle whereof is Prayer with 
Laying on of Hands; and from. this.Church this Doctrine and Holy 
. Praétice was carried by the Apoftles to Samaria, Acts 14. for it isnot. . > 
be imagined they would there innovate, a practical principle, which 
~ had not firft been taught in the Church at Ferufalem. But God bears 
ing witnef$ to this fervice of Prayer and Laying on of Hands at 
maria, With the fame Bleffing: of Holy Spirit, fore-received at 
. vifalem, confirms it as an acceptable and needful Service for all Churches. 
accordingly it was received in the times next fucceeding the Apo- 
‘files days, as many witnefles teftifie, amongft whom Tertullian thus; 
Debine manus imponitur, Kc. After Baptifm the Hand is impofed by Blefing, 
 ealling and inviting the Holy Spirit. Tune ille Sanétiffimus, &c. Then that 
>. _:moft Holy Spirit moft willingly defcends from the Father upon the Bodies which 
are [ meaning in Baptifin } and bleffed. 


oF the eer of the Dead taught and belived» in this Muther-Church, 


n> 


4 


this Church:i it ‘was the Apo oftle with great 
of \the Refurrettion of the Lord in fé Refurrection 
rance, yea very full affurance is given to all men, thar there fhall be a 
Refurrettion of the Dead; both of the Fuft and the Unjuft: Tt was here 
ow Saviour fhewed himfelf alive after he had been dead, by. infallible 
 proaft, being Seen of bis Difciples forty days, converling with them of the 
concerning bis Church and Kingdom. Yt was here that many dead Bo- 
thes of the Saints did arife, and come out of their Graves, and went into }c- 
tomany, after Chrift was vifen; was a full proof, 
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> that the Refiirrection is of the fame. numerical Bodies which are laid th 
* the Graves, ditrobed only of mortality and all-imperfections. And 
this is that RefurrreStion of the Dead here called a Principle of Chrift’s 
-Doétrine, andof the Foundation of this Mother-Charch 


Of the Exernal Fudgment Believed by thi Church. 


It was to the Guides of this Church towhom our Saviour firft made 
known this great priviledge, that they fhould fit on Thrones judging the 
twelve Tribes of Urael, at that time when he fhould fie upon the Throne of 
his Glory, Mat. 19.28, who alfo is appointed of God to be the Fudge of 
Quick and Dead, A&. 10. 42. which great Article is here recounted 
among the principles of Catechifm, Heb. 6.2. and called the eternal 
Judgment, not only for that it is the laft Judgment, but becaufé the ef 
fects of it fhall be pe the pains to be impoféd in this fentence 
of Judgment fhall be of eternal duration to all wicked men, who have 
contemned the Gofpel of their Salvation, and judged themfelves unworthy 
of Eternal Life, even that Life which then fhall be given to Eternity, 
to allfuch as have held faft the beginning of their Confidence,and the hope of 
this their rejoycing (tedfaft unto the end, Heb. 2. 14. As therefore the Tares 
are gathered and burnt in the fire; fo fball it be in the end of the World-The Son 
of Man fhall fend forth bis Angels, and they fhall gather out of bis Kingdom 
all things that offend, and them that do Iniquity: And fhall caft them into a — 
Furnace of Fire, there fhall be wailing, and gnafhing of Teeth. Then fhall 
the Righteous fline forth as the Sun in the Kingdom of their Father. Who 
hath ears to bear, let him hear. Matth. 12. 40, 41; 42,42. Lo the 
eternal Judgment taught by Chrift’s own Mouth, Jet all men be admo- 
nifhed to prepare for this Judgment, for the coming of the Lord draws. 


Of the farther Order and mamer of Worfleip ufed in this Mother-Church. 


___ This did efpecially confift in frequently aflembling themfelves toge- — 
ther, to teach and preach Jefus Chrift, 4s 5.42. or forthe mini- 
{tring of the Word of God and Prayers, 4&s 6. 4:° In which we find 
no Liturgies, or Forms of: Prayer fed»by the Apoftles, 


‘devifed or impo 
but thefe Services were performed by the aid of the Holy Spirit, which 
as they were given for the work of the Miniftry,| { *tis evident they” 
have a remanency in the true Church the whole be 
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Dear tye Chur. 
and it is this Bleffed Spirit which helps the Charch male 
zh cording +0 the will of God, Rom. 8. 27. They 
atthe Lord’s Table breaking the Sacred Bread, i — 
» Chrift, 2.41547. nor | 
edethey any Mz5-Book Or Common-Prayer-Bock, to direét them in either : 
* ' Chrift’s own Inftitution of his Holy ‘Table, and the holy Prayer which 
fhe had taught his Difciples, with on Heavenly Rules contained in the 
Moly Scriptures, was abundantly fafficient, and are fo fuill,, to.every 
 -Eaithful Man ef God and Minifter whom his Church hath. 
called-to that Work | to furnifh him to every good werk, 
Holy ‘Table. of the Lord is here 
qallled the breaking of Bread. though that Holy Bread 
‘and Wine he the Body and Blood of Chrift, yet they are. thefé, in fuch 
forty ths Bread of the Lord, the Cup of the Lord 
Cer, 11327. And forafthuch as the Apoftie here, and in the nex, 
ver, does exprefly call the fame things, by thefe different titles, +h, 
Body and she Blood: the Bread and the Cup : we muft of necedlity tak. 
him to fpeak Figuratively: in one of thefe, but in the 
and the Cup, we have no Figure (fave that the Wine in the Cup is _ 
taken for the Cup,which is an ufual form of -) and therefore of 
 geceffity thefe Words, Body and Blood, muft be underftood to be my- 
fpiimually, or figuratively in the Bread and W/me, and notthe 
|| Broad and ‘Wine to be myftically, fpirtually, or figuratively, i in the 


‘ 


? 


é 


? 


» 


« i= 42.) did then receive both the Bread and Cup of the-Lord, as thar: 
did partake of both, the whole Service being e exprefled 
apart for the. whole, which yer will bower appear, in 
‘— & +. that this Ordinance ought to be received by every Recipient, as he is 
Member of Chrift, nor as he is a Minifter: "Fis true, as I am Mi. 
mifter Iidifpenfé this Myftery, but Ireceive itas a Member, faith St. Pau/ 
TE being many, are one Breadyand one Body. For E are all 
It was UNLO the Guides of our Bleffed- 
~ Saviour delivered that Myftical DoStrine, .which offended fo many of his 
Difciples,Fobn 6.5 2.Verily, verily,I fay unto you, Except ye cat the Flefh of the 
Son of Man and drink bis Blood, ye have'no Lefe in you, which yet cannot be-— 
yunderfteod of acorporaleating his Flefh, anddrinking his Blood, 


hath. 
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__ niftry as needful as any, both for the unity 


SOUTH. 


hash cvrleftng life, Verfe 47. And i it is. certain there were many. that did 

among whom S. Peter, and the reft that 
ftood by him, when fo many forfook him. N ow theft things muft allbe 
true.\1. That none of Chrift’s Diftiples had Life in them at that time, . 
but fuch as did eat the Fieth, and drink the Blood of Chrift. 2. That 


truly believe on him at that time 


S. Peter‘and the reft of the Faithful, had eternal: Life in them.at that 
time. 3. That the Lord’s Table was not yet inftituted; And therefore 


from thefe Premifés it follows that our Saviour fpeaks not here of his. 


Difciples now eating and drinking his Flefh and Blood in the Lord’s Ta- 


ble, and therefore cannot with any fhew of Truth or Reafon, be un- © | | 
_ derftood of eating his Flefh, and drinking his Blood carnally, or corpc— 


rally, but fpiritually, even by believing in him. 
Of the Several Orders of Miniftry in this Mother-Chureh, 
This Church was endowed with a three-fold Order of Miniftry ; 


1. Meffengers or Apoftles, whofe work was more efpecially to gather, 


~ conftitute, and take care for the Church in general. 2. Elders, whole 
work was efpecially to feed the Flock committed to them in particular. 


Deacons, whofe work more cfpecially was to take care of'the Poor, 


es to diftribute the Alms of the Church to the ends for which they 
iven, and confequently all Churches ought to maintain this Or- 


Minitry, unlel they can fhew that God has repealed this Mi- 


ao. in part or in-whole. *Tis true, fome things were pertinent to. 
es here, which were temporary and extraordinary, which’ - 
| Churches in after-Ages are not to expet % ; but it is alfO true that fome- 
thin gs were ordinary, and fixed in that Offict, for the continual ufe of 
the Church, and therefore to remain for ever viz. Their care for alf. 


the Apoftl 


Churches, their travels and labours to plant cod new 
their withftanding falfe Apoftles, as themisiel are true Apoftles. ‘Their 
authority to appeafe ftrife and contention which may arife among par- 
ticular Paftors and Churches,which things being demonttrated in ou Ciri-- 
Sflaanifinus Primitivus (to which we refer) we not here enlarge. 


This part of the. Apoftolical Office, was conferred on many in the 


Apoltlese days,who were alfo entituled the Angels of the Churches, Rev. 2.15. 


6c. which in Englifh, is, Meflenger of the ‘Churches. Of this Order 
was James the Lord’s Brother in this Chy.'ch at Ferufalem, and fuch. 


were Timothy, Titus, Sylvanus,Andronicus and). 'unia, with others. A 
‘Churches, and the ma-- 


nagement of the moft important affairs of .th’ 


| ofpel m the | 
andi. 
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He Coury. 


and in as experience may convince “men if nothing 
ea will do i it. And here it were eafie to bring in the full Teft of the 
Apa but this Letter will not bear it. 


the Guides of this Cuhrch to whom’ our Blelled Lord 
aa ‘ea gave Rules for the Government of his Church, Mat. 18. whence 
-_ “ee Seu that in cafes of perfonal ‘Trefpaffes, and fins of Infirmity or 
- | Meakne&, all poffible Love, Patience and Charity, fhould be exerci- 
‘by one Chriftian towards another, and the Offender, upon confeffion 
|. | lof his fault, forgiven, unto feventy times feven Offences: fo abundant- 
+!) Ay thould Charity appear among the Members of Chrift. But it was 
Be AE in this Church where wilfull Iniquity was punifhed with great fe- 

|) Wwerity, as the Hypocrifie and Deceit of Ananias and Saphira; and the 
thke feverity was fhewed againft Simon Magus for his Pride and Cove- 
| toufnef, inafpiring to a Miniftry for which he was not qualified, and 
tto which he was not called by Heaven’s Donation and due vocation from 
~ the Church, without which, woful experience hath taught the Chri-— 
‘an Nations, that it is in vain by rary, or for Mony to make Men 

in the Chriftian Church, 

ln this Church was held the firft and beft of General Councils, for 
being the Churches in peace, when troubles did arifé among them- 
elves, by means of falfé ‘Teachers, @c. And becaufé the Churches in 


_» This Aflembly was called upon a greateft occafion that ever was, 
namely, the Repealing, or rather fhewing the Repeal, of many Di- 
{Wine Ordinances, and freeing the Chriftian Church from their Obliga- 
tion; becaufé. they were either fulfilled, or too burthenfome for his 


‘Church, as indeed St. Peter avers,they were fo heavie, that neither they 


ue Ml Ages and Nations, may have per petual need of fach’ helps, it fhall 
ie ‘not be amifs that we confider the Quality and Authority fuch Af- 
Lemblies, left otherwife we be abuféd by Ufurpation and-Tyranny: 
firft of the occafion of the calling this prefent Aflembly, 4@s 15. 


. ‘por. their Fathers were able to bear them; And the endeavours of this 
:| ‘Couneil was fuccefsful to the removal of them, and the fertlement of 
mn the Cl Churches i in the Faith; and tothe great encreafé of their number, 
From whence we may fafely conclude, that if Mofes’s 


which from Heaven, were a hindrance: to and growth j m 
the 


; 


‘Of the Difcipline or Government of this Mother-Churc 
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the Chriftian much more all Ceremonies devited, and: im- 
d by Human Force and Power only,be an ‘obftruétion to it. Let us 


pole 
therefore ftand faft in the Liberty Chrift hath made us free, 
and not be entangled in the Yoak of Roa whether of Legal, or 


other deviféd Ceremonies. 
age for the quality of the perfons, of whom tis Affembly did soot 


plain they were MéefJengers, Elders and‘ Brethren, and thefe did all 
fed deliberate upon the matters in queftion,. offering their Reafons 
pro &F contra; and the Dicilion was made, not by the: 
of Power Apoftolical, but by the clear evidence of Truth and Reafon, to 
which they all agreed. ‘The Apoftles ating here as Grave Fathers, gi- 
ving free “aaa and faithful Advice, to which when all agreed, the 
eonclufien was made sn all their names, as appears, 15.22, 
Then pleafed it the Apofties and Elders, with the whole Church, to fend chofen 


men of their own Company to Antioch, and wrote Letters by them after this — 


manner; The Apofties, Elders and Brethren fend greeting unto the Bre~ 


- thren which are of the Gentiles, &c.~. From the fweet concord here, we 
fuppofé all Churches fhould do well to conftirute their general Confifto+- 
ties of “fuch, feeing fuch helps fhe may have ftill, in things ordinary 


to each Office, if fhe render not her felf unworthy. of them. 


Now for the quality and authority of the Decrees, made by this, 


or fucceeding Aflemblies, the café is clear of it felf; Thefe were’ 


fach things as feemed good 
now revealed them, but brought to remembrance what the Scriptures had 


faid concerning them, and partly by what before that ‘time had been! 
fhewed unto St. Peter by 4 certain Vifion of God’s accepting the Gen-’ - 
tiles, though not cleanfed according to Legal Purification. And there 


fore till the Holy Ghoft reverfé thofe Decrees, they are. to oblige all 
Churches to keep them inviolable. And in this point (as indeedin all — 


_ the reft) the Baptized Churchesin this Age do ftand»a'witnefS againft 


they know. the true Churches did Religioufly obferve thefe Decrees 


feveral hundreds of years after. Tertuthian'tells us, The cuftom: of Chriftia 


ans is to abftain from all Blood, and things Strangled, fo that it 1s not 
for themywhen they feed at their Tables to meddle with the Blood of any Beaft. 


Ir is further fafely concluded from hence, that all decrees of Gene~ 
‘ralCouncils are fo far wbliging only,as. the. things decreechare proved to. 
be not becaule they are. in Council ony for here 


interpofition 


to the Holy Ghoft, not that the Holy Ghoft 


the: diforder and difobedience of moft of the Chriftian Nations im the’ — 
World ; who make no Contcience of -abfaining from Blood, &c. 


St. Peter: 
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| 
Pere free frees the obligation of Legal 
‘Ceremonies, becaufe they weara Burthen too heavy bern. 2. Becaufe 
. i ‘God had accep ed them already without them. And Fames [the Angel of 
7 ais Church proves or confirms the fame by the Scriptures, and thete 
{Arguments, and Probations, fatished the Affembly. And it’s certain, 
‘the thingsiptohibited by thefé decrees, were always forbidden, even to 
“Noah and hi perpetual Generations, Gen. 9.12, &c. gon does this Affem- 
‘bly excommunicate or anathematize all that fhall doubt of the Necefli- 
“ty of their Determination, but very {weetly tells the Brethren they 
“fhall do well to.comply with their advice ; for they knew that every 
“Church had Power to punifh offenders,and to them fy feem to leave 
“that Care, and not to take the Power of any ~Church out of their 
Hands, as themanner of fomeis. 
ig Of the Cale of Infants, or whether they were admitted te Baptifin 
an 


in the Mother-Church ? | 
ail that faid of the Plantation and growth of this famous 
or in that excellent Epiftle, which wasa long time after written 
there isnot one Word tobe found of any one Infant being 


and therefore we hald Negative of this 
5 3 and it is obfervable, that Infant-Circumcifi- 
ae | © on was abfolurely excluded, yet is there no Ar urged for it from 
LE , th Bap, which had been very confiderable, had there _been any 
fich ufage in this, or the Gentile Churches. And becaufé it is granted 
now by many, and thefe the moft Learned toofamong whom the Pa- 
1 that there is no Scripture for Infant-Baptifm, &c. But that it ftands — 
soa ascine of Ecclefiaftical Tradition ; all that we fhall fay 
| if to that Plea in this place is, to defire any Man 
o. | fh ho delivered this thing to the Churches, 
Light of Piety thined ™man? For feeing Tradition fignifies a thing deli- 
© in their Minds when ered, itis fit the Perfon or Perfons delivering 
ne;. 1aWfully impowered to deliver fuch a Tradition, 
the before wecan with fafety receive it.* | 
Unwritten Dofrine that was delivered; but-earne St. Mak, 
Gofpel is now in ure) that he would leave in them the 
‘4 which they had received by Sc. Eufed. Hilt.1.2. Chap. 15. We fee 
¢ that the Church of Rome efteemed the Golpel in Writing, above the delivery of it in” 
Presching, though they beard it from Peter bimfelf. Sure they as 
then.for Tradition( from whom it’s bard to fay) is more now them than the Scripture, 
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Hear the 


fhall Infants be faved if 


belong 


how can Infants be faved without Faith and Bigpentance, feeing it is 


aid, he that believeth not, fhall be damned: and except ye repent, ye fhall all 
perifo, Se. And what anfwer could any wifé marinake, five this? the — 


ce of God fufficeth them, having Chrift’s exprefs word) for it, that 


a them belongs the Kingdom of Heaven; and this he fpake to unbap- 
tized Infants too, which is therefore fo fatisfactory that we need no 
_other evidence. If any man fay the words which Se. 7 Peter {pake in Coun- 
cil, 48s 15.11. are not meant of Infants,and therefore-not pertinent — 


to my purpofe. I fhall only defire him to confider, that thofé words 


were fpoken in oppofitien to this pofition, mithout Circumesfion, after 


the manner of Motes, the Gentiles could not be faved :" Now weknow, it was 
after the manner of Mofés to Circumcifé Infants, and therefore doubt- 
Ic& thefe falfé Teachers did queftion the falvation of Infants dying with- 


out Circumcifion.' Therefore thefé words of St. Peter, which 
that by the Grace of our Lord Fefus Chrift both Few end Gentile fhall be fa- 


ved, have their clear extent to Intants as well as to any other perfons 


| whatfoever : I fhall here only refer the Reader to.what we have farther | 
written, ina Treatife upon this Subject, entiruled, The 


bout Infant-C hurcl-Member- Soip and Baptifm 


re burch. 


Reverence due to Saints, Angels, and to the Virgin im particu 


_ ar according to the ufage of this Mothe 


| Se was ip this Chhorch where’ the Holy. Virgie Lord 


had her Converfation and Society,being with that fele&t Company, con- 


 fifting of an hundred and twenty names, 4&s 3. 145. among whom 
this moft blefled Woman is exprefly named, agd by whole Prefénce. 
this Mather-Church was honoured above allothers. And here is the laft 
- mention that is made of her in the holy 
rable mention of her by name, and as the Mother of our Lord, ( which 


doubrlefs calls for great Reverence in the hearts of all God’s People)is all 


Churches todo fo; yet furely fhe was the greatelt Saint 


the fucceeding 
from any direction, nor Pref- 


that ever was ; and if we have no ground 


not to them ?- 


J anfwer, out of the mouth of St. Peter, Vere 4 +. By the grace of eur 
Lotd Fefus Chrift they fhall be faved. And fare aghan might as well ask — 


Scriptures. And this honou- 


the honour that the Word of God does here confer upon her. This 
Church makes no Prayers toher, nor to Chrift in her name, nor taughe 
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tim .- ._.. inthatSacred Epiftle, which was fent to this Church after the death of 
Bleffid May, the Mother of Fefus {0 that this Mother-Church feems alto- 
42 2 gether unacquainted with fuch Devotions: And much more may we 
affure our felves, they paid no fiich Devotion to the Images of thefe, 


hem the Chutes 


hew of Reafon, or pretence of Truth, do it to any other Crea- 


+) true, Saint or Angel,. whatfoever. 


And it is remarkable, that though this Church had occafion to make 


mention of David in their Prayers, 4&s 4. 25. yet do they not 


-qife his Interceffion at all: But this Honour they give to Jefus Chrift, 


Name Sich things might be done, as might confirm the 


Truth againft all Oppoférs. Nor does the Holy Ghoft give any notice 
of the Worfhipping of Angels, Saints, nor the Holy Virgin in particular, 


or of any of them. If any affirm the contrary, we anfwer them in 


B. + | the words of Ferom, NonCredimus quia non Legimus. And with Apolli- 


Marius, we dare add nothing to the perfett words of the New Teftament, 
whereto nothing may be added; and wherefrom nothing may be taken away, 


by bin that will lead alife agreeable to the Goel. Eufeb. Hilt. |. 5.c. 14. 


| Thus Brethren I have for your fakes (as well as others) taken a 


| & — frefh view of the State of this moft. Primitive Church, to whofé holy 
pattern, through the Grace of God, you have diligently laboured to 
‘tif conform your her Principles are yours, her Government in good 
‘7 =| ©» meafire is yours, if in any thing any of them be otherwife minded, 


my hearts defire is, that God would fpeedily reveal even the fame unto _ 


you, and then iris to be hoped that all well difpofed, will in time fee 
- Fe themifelves concerned to adhere to the truth of your Principles, in the 
very Order wherein you maintain them. 
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All the Baptized Chriftians i in Engl and: 7 | Exciting sheen to 


Stedfafinefs in their Hol Profe/fion, wader their various 
Tips, and A | 


_ The Second PA RT. 


“BRETHREN, 
_S it hath pleafed God to exercifé you many yeafs with is a 
Tryals and Afflictions, for your F nithfulnel to the Chriftian 
Religion (in refpect of the Reftoration of it to its ancient Pu-- 
. rity) both in the Form and Power of it, wherein you have 


laboured is a and have not fainted, but,.by the Grace of God, 


have attained.to fome degree in that behalf, a what hath, as yet, 


been attained by the generality of your Country-men, for which you 


owe the greateft Thaskfulnels. to Almighty God. And having (as I 
verily believe) laid a right Foundation for a true: Church-State, you 
are indifpenfibly obliged to go on unto perfection, as the firltChurches, 
which ‘were built upon the .fame were 
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which Holy Profeon, by the Grace of God, 
you, and alfo called to the Miniltry and-Office of a Meflenger of 
your Churches [which J mention, becaule it is the moft defpifed Office © 
|} amongft all Chriftians, a3 it feems to have been in the Apoftles days. 
4.9.) do hold it my Duty, at this time, to endeavour to- 
Strengthen you (in.what Lmay).in yous Holy Profeffion.; as alf> to call 
upoa fuch as have beenthaken in mind by the violence of thofé Temp- 
which have Befallenthem in common with their Brethren. 
© 3 | Forasit is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God, 
3 (as thofé undoubtedly fhall, who draw back from the Truth they hia 


ence embraced unto Perdition) fol am very confident, that for any to 


fall Truth, as it is profeffed by the Baptized Churches, is ‘thse: 
_ = 4 moef€dangerous of all other, they being indeed the neareft to the Truth, 
Priftine Order and Simplicity of it; of all forts of Perfons, who 
- | | wn the Honorable Appellation of Chriftian. For, 

Ww hat fort. of Chriftians can with any Confidence look upon, or bring _ 
themfelves clofe to the Rules of St.Pau/s Catechifin, 
A _*ThePhiaciples of Heb. 6. 1,2. (as the Antients uféd. to call it) 
Se except the Baptized Churches? To fay nothing. 
@rineofBaptifins,Lay- Of others, can they of the prefent Roman Catho- 
| Wgonof Hands, Re Jick:Church, in. any wife fquare themfélves, or 
firrettionofthe Dead, juftifie their prefent Church-State by the Rule 
Eternal Judgment. OF thofe Sacred Principles, in the implicity of 


Cheift as received _ 
Githe Powerand Or- them? No, thefe Principles of Chrift’s Doétrine, 


will in. no. wife: be concordant with. the Cate- ; 
chifin-of the prefent Roman Church, feeing a Do-- 
€tor of their own hath told us, that the 
ptures mult be our Rule, €e. ther all crofs 

the the Anabaptifts; which isa plain 


_ dex of thefe- Princi- 
| 


| Form: of Doétrine can be affign-- 
‘this is, which: will never bes Yea, fo preffing is this- place: 
© the Inftitution of the Antient Chriftian Religion, tliat the: 
Ritemifts feemto be under no finall difficulty how to exprefs-themfelves 
@Boutde |For thus they fpeak upon the Text, Heb. 6. 1,2. We fee here- 


(fay they) what the firft- grounds of Chriftian Inftitution, or Catechifiny — 
were iu thes Primitive Church, there was ever a-nece{fary- 
|: Belief of certain. Points, had by Word of mouth and‘ Tradition, before men> 
Fae roe mis break of AS Was. 
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Hear the Church. 25 
veguifite for the tearhing of all neceffary Grounds. Among thefe Points were 
the twelve Articles contained in the Apoftles Creed; The Doctrine of 
Renance before Baptifm the Manner and Neceffity of Baptifn ; the Sacra- 
ment of Impzfition of Hands after Baptifm, called Confirmation , the Articles 
of the RefurreStion,. Fudgmme, and fuch like: witkour which things firft laid, 


if one flould be fene co pick bis Faith out of the Scriptures, there would be 


mad Ryle quickly. | | 
1.. It’s highly obfervable from. hence, that the firft Grounds anl 
Principles of our Churches (which indeed are no other than what men 
read, Heb. 6.1, 2.) are openly acknowledged, by our molt Potent Op- 


agg to be the fame which were in the Primitive Church, received — 


the firft Grounds and ¥nftitutions of Chriftianity, or Chriftian Inftitunon 
Catechifm, That in-the Primitime Church, thefe- Grounds were’ 


lield in the very Order now obferved by the Baptized Churches; par- 


ticularly, Repentance before Baptifm, and Impofition of Hands after Bap- 
 tifm. ‘Sure this is a full Teftimony, that the’ Inftitution of the Bap- 


tized Churches (now wrongfully: called Anabaptifts) and theirs only, 


truly Apoftolical. Whilft all the Pedobapeifts in the World (among: 


"whom, the Papifts) have quite fubverted this Order, fup- 


pofed Baptifm before Repentance, and that unto Per 


2. They tell us there was a ary Inftruétion and. Belief of certains — | 


Points had by Word of Mouth and Tradition, befoye men came to the Scri- 
 pture. Admit this to be fo, in refpect of fuch parts of the Holy Scri- 
‘ptures-as were then unwritten, when- the. Apoftles firft. preached the- 
Gofpel';, yet: it is certainly falfe, in refpeS of fuch Books of Scripture. 
as were ther. in-bei 
pounded the Text © Scripture, Luke 4. 17, 18, 19. and thence preach-- 
' ed to the People, and commanded his Hearers to fearch the. Scri~- 
ptures, Fobn 5.29. He did not fend his Hearers to Tradition, .a the: 
Papifis do. 


The great Apoftle of the Jews, St. Peter, even then when he wass 


filled: with: the Holy Ghoft, 2. 17. preached from, and notably: 


confirms his Doétrine by the Scriptures, 4. 2. not by Tradition... 


And Philip, A&s 8.25. began at the fame Seripture which the Eunuch 
read, and preached to him Jefus, without making any ule of Tradition... 


Apollo being mighty in the Scripture im Tradition) convinced. the- 


Fews, fhewing (not by Tradition) but by the Seripsuress that Fefus i the- 
Chrift. So. did.the great Apoftle of the Gentiles, St. Paul, 


for it’s evident that our Blefled Saviour- pro-- 
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Dear the Church. 


2 shading een concerning Fefus, out of the Law and the Prophets (not out 
Thadivion) from Morning to Evening ; and the beft fort of St. Pau’s 
Elcarers, fearched the Stripes daily,{not Tradition) to fee whether the things 
fpoken by him were fo. 

+ 2 Norcanthe Papitts tell us what one Point of Neceffiny Inftruttion 
oe Belief was delivered by Word of Mouth, which is not now contain-— 
ain the Holy Scripture ; if. otherwifé, let them affign fome nece/Jary 
+ Roine of Faith or Inftruétion, fach, as without which, we cannot know © 
4 and| ferve God truly and fully, and be faved eternally, which is not 
 éontained in, the Holy Beviptures, But as this will hardly be attempted; . 
(6 let me exhort you, Brethren, to beware of all manner of Principles 
= and ‘Doétrins, which have any tendency to weaken or invalidate the 
* Authority and Sufficiency of ' the Scriptures, which the Apoftle avers 
2 be x that fufficiency (evenbefore all the Books of Sacred Scriptures 

Werte extant) as to furnifh the Man of God throughly to every good Work, 
And then certainly, he who is in all Points of F Faith and Inftruction, a 
bod Chriftian, according to the Doétrine contained in the Holy Scri- . 
" Ptures, will be out of the reach of any juft reprehentfion, ,though he 
5 Ae nothing of the unwritten Traditioa, fo much pretended and ad- 
m | by the Papifts, or others. 
ing thus fecured in your Principles, from the very conceffion of 
mies, and b the Authority of the beft and moft Sacred An- 
pn the Holy Scriptures, you have no cauféto fear the moft 
t_ difficulties, brah er poffibly we may be tried in thefé 
ant _ And that we may the better fee how the cafe ftands between 
mt Baptifts " the Papifts, with refpect to the two great Ordinances 

~@ |Chrift, to wit, Holy Baptifm, and the Holy Table of our Lord 

“4, Jefus Chrift ; we will here ke a View of roma one, and of the other, 
ih 4 diftinct Column it felf, the better to difcern their 
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Manner 


COMe- 


called Ana- 


baptifis. 


Tre Meffenger or 
Elder being attired - 


in comel not 
different from the 
reft-of, his Brethren, firft, 


Mark 16. Preaches the Gofpel to every 


I5.. Creature that. is capable 
Rom. 1.0. when by hearing they have 
17. received Faith, the Mini- 
fter explains the Doétrine 
of Repentance from dead 
~ Works, and of Faith to- 


wards God, for the fur- 


ther Illumination of the 
 Difciples underftanding, in 
Foh. 17. the knowledge of the only 
2. . true God, and our Lord Fe- 
Chrift, that they may 
obtain Eternal Life, 
The Minifter does o- 
. open the Doétrine of Re- 
"eBay. pentance in three rts ef- 
pecially, 4. e. conti 
ina due’ fenfe or know- 
ledge of 


me 


apti- 


in a 
Infant to be Baptized by his Name, 
and faith, What askeft thou of the 


and willing to hear, and 


i 23 


The of Baptifin a- 
mong the Papifts, common 
by called Roman Catholicks 5 
taken out of the Roman 

Ritual,by a Learned Hand 


: into Englith. 


ter “many preparatory Pre 
{criptions, the Prieft being 


le Robe, calls the 


Church jf God? the God-fathers 


— Fiith. ‘The Prieft faith 


gain, What fhalt thou get by 
Faith? ‘The God-father replies, 
‘Eternal Life. ‘Then adds the 
Prieft, If therefore thou wilt enter 
into Life, keep the Commandments: 
Thou fhalt love ‘ile Lord thy God with - 
all thy Heart, and Neighbour as 
thy Self. , 

Next, the Prieft bbws three 
gentle Puffs upon the Infants Face, — 
and faith, Go out him: thou unclean 
Spirit, and give place to the Holy — 
Ghoft, the Comforter. ‘Then 
his Thumb ‘he makes the Sign of © 
the Crofs on the Infants Forehead 


‘and Breaft, faying, Receive the Sign 


of the Crofs, both in thy Forehead and 
in thy Heart. Take the Faith of the — 
and be thy Manners 
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Papi. 
in: true for fuchas thou: may/? now become the Tem- 


= 


committed, ple of God. 
. @ganft “Then follows a Pra yer, that 
Tit.2. The neceifity forfa- God would always this his 
Wa. King the of  Eleé& one (calling hime by his Name) 
| fin, and to walk righteou/ly, that is figned with the Sign of the Crofs. 
Soberly, and godly in this pre- Then Yaying his Hand.upon the 
Child’s Head, he comes tothe Be- 
Do&trine of Faith nediction of Salt, of which this: is 
is explained concerning the Form. 
28, the Object, in refpe& exorcife or conjure O thou 
19 20.the God-head , the Fa-. Creature of Salt, in the New 
ther, the Son, and the Ged the Father Almighty PIS, in the 
Holy Ghoft, into whofe of our Lord Fefus Chript and 
isto be she Power of the Holy Ghoit 
prized, and _efpecial conjure thee by the living God By 
Tek buried, and rilen a- #rue God By the Holy God 
and therewith is the God which created thee far 
in Baptifin Jafeguard of Mankind, and hath 
| mo. 6. ‘we are to die unto Sin, to ordained that thou fhouldft be confe- 
t be buried with him in rated by his Servants to the People, 
pepaee, to rife to a Ho- entering anto the Faith, that in the 
ly Life, and fo to put on Name of the Holy Trinity, thou 
the Lord Jefus Chriit in be made a wholefome "Sacra 
ment for the driving away the 
of Water and of the ™- Moreover, we pray thee, O Lord 
through the Word. God, that in fanttifying, thou 
The Minifter does would? fanftifie this Creature of 
pen to the Party to be Salt, and in bleffing, thou would 
ptized, the blefs it Pa, ebat it may be all that 
Seine of Baptifins; Firft, receive st, a perfee Medicine, remain- — 
That of Water, which is ing in their Bowels, in the Name of 
pum the fame Fefus Chrift our Lord, who % 
about to come to judge the Quick, and 
the Dead, and she World by Fire, Amen. 
Thea 


4 


‘oo 


~ 


Sag’ 


t 
* 
f 
; 
? 
\ 
> 
: 
| 
4 > 
| 
4 
Wel 
; 
3 
x 
; = 
eis 
& 
= 
be 
ist 
f 
, 
7 
4 
| 
= 
* 
= 
‘ = 
& aS 
> 
=. 
3 
“Te 
i 
| 
| 
| 
> 
+4 
2455. 
id 
4 


35 
Mat.r8. Power by.which it is com- ‘Then the Prieft putting a Tittle 


38.’ manded, the extent of it, to of, the Holy Salt into the Child’s | 


AG. 2, every repenting Sinner ; the 
28. end of itto bea Pledge of 
A&. 22. the wafhing away of fin, 
46.  aadto give us admiffion: 
Rom.x 2. into the Church of Chrift, 
13. to draw near to God injured 
Heb,10. Prayer, with full affu- 
22. srance, havingthe Heart 


3 


8 
| 


5 


- 


h, dah, Take thou she Sale of 

be st tly Propitiatin unto 
w follows another Exorcifmg 
e Devil, wherein he iscon- 
as before, then the Pricft | 
the Infant again with his i 
b on, the Forchead, faying, il 
pri fom an evil And thy Sign of the Holy % which ea 
Confcience, by Faith in we give to bis Forehead, thon cuffed 
the Blood of Chrift, and Deval, mever dare thou to violate, by in 
our Bodies wafhed with *rhe fame Fefus Chrift our Lord. Wi 
pure Water, even the Amen. 
Water of the Baptifmal § Thenthe Prieft puts his Hand | 
Covenant,called the wafh- on the Infants Head, and makes a : 
ing of Regeneration. Prayer in order to his Baptifm, ei 
2. That of the Holy then puts part of his Robe upon | 
, Spirit, the Promife of the the Child, and brings him withn ff 
A&s 2. Spirit being made toall the Church, faying, Enser thou in- | 
38. that our Lord doth calland God, that thu 
| therewith dott Chrift in Eternal Lifes | 
the fourth Princip follaws the Apoftls 
A&. 8. Chrift’s Doétrine, La Pater-Nofter, 
Aft. on of Hands, with F another Exorciing 
of the Devil. | 
Prieft takes 
his Mouth, and touches 
Gal, 2. n the Ears and Nofftrils of | 
Word of Promife. Fars, he faith, E be open- i 
Mat.20. 3. The Bapti s, he 
22,23. fliétion is alfo avour, 
that the $ in ii] 
Chrift ( OD- 


Baptifn) may not ‘be: 
feared, but patiently en- 

dured, accoeding to the 
‘Will of This is 


ized Churches. 
The ¢ 
of Chrift’s Doctrine, 


.are likewilé particularly 
the 


, the. Dead, as the »moft 
that the Dead 
» Hihall be* raifed: ‘Bodily: 
_ and the eternal judgment, 
which every man fhall 

abe. to the 


ty to be Baptized,declares 


»\forrow for it,’ his 
live holily; his Faith 
3 fn-Chrift his Saviour rhe 
Mark, I. only Son’ of God, .and 
it is his defire to be 
; Baptized according to the 
7, Wall of Ged.And then the 
Minifter, with the 


: 
¢ 


the Sum cof the DoBtrine of his 
Battin, taught by ‘the the God-fathers’ anfwer diftinctly 


6th Prin 


“this 


the belt 


the Chores 


vil, for the judgment of God is at hand. 
Then the Prieft asks the I oa 
fant, whether he renounces t 
Devil and all this: Works, and. ‘all 
in three queltiéns,and 


to them. Then the Prieft dips his 
Thumb i in holy Oy], and anoynt- 

ing the Infant with iton ‘his Breaft 
aud betwixt his Shoulders in - the 
figure of a faying, Tanoynt thee 
with the Oyl of Salvation in Chrift 


‘a the Dead, 
nd chiefly of Chriff’s be- Fefis our Lord, that thou mayft 
ing: raifed Bodily from®* tain eternal Life. Amen. 


‘Then the Prieft ‘puts. off his 
Purple Robe, and puts on another 
_of White, three quefti- 
ons. out of the Creed, receives. 
the God-fathers anfwers, then asks 
queltion, whether the Infant will 
‘be Baptized? and receiving the 
God-fathers ‘anfwers to’ that, He. 
‘pours Water thrice ripon the Child's 
bead, and reciteth over it our Sa- 
viour's Form of Baptifin, doing it 
each time at the naming of the 
three Perfons. | 

‘And now comesthe Chryfin or” 
hol y Oyntment, in which dipping 
his Thumb and anointing the In- 
fant on the Crown of the Head, 


in the Figure of a #K, He thus 


prayeth; God Ommipotent, the 
Father of our Lord Fejus Chrift, who 
hath Regenerated thee of Water and 
thee.’ 


{ 4 a 
‘ 
| 
vE ise i 
if 
¥ 
4 
we 
bE 
+ 
| 
( 
4 
2 


~ 


_ God, to receive the re- 
turning finner, and to blef 


and fanétifie his own Or- 


dinance to him. And then 
* the Party to be Baptized, 
being cloathed with con- 


Garments, for de- 
he is had to oa 


Cency, 
Mark, 1. Water, where,calli 
onthe Nameof the 


-Folm 32.-he is dipped 


veror Water, by the Mi- 
nilter, in the Name iid the 


Chriftians 
ae x thanks, {o this whole Ser- 


are 0 give 


yice is, concluded with 
farther prayer,and thank{> 


giving to this effect, That 
3 pleafed God to 
call his or Ser- 


them 


ftate, and to | 
ruth, 


into the way .of 


Supplication to Almighty 


into the Ri- 


blamelefs; keep 
mandments, that the. Lom 
fhall come.to the Wedding, thoe 


_vants out of their finful 


thee dale: Sins, | 


thee pte the Chryfin of Salvation, in 


Eternal Life. Amen 
And next after the Par 


tibi, and wiping of his Thumb 


and the angin 
white linen Cloath, and putt 


ing it 


on the Child’s Head uféth this — 


Form, Take the white Garment, 


which carry unfpotted be- 
fore the Tribunal of our 


Chrift, that thou mayft have Eternal 


Life. Amen. 
And he 


_ fathers hand, and faith, Receive the 
Lamp, and keep thy Bap-~ 
‘God’s Com- 


may meet him, 
all. with, Gg in peace, and the Lord 
be with thee, 

There are more ‘Conjurations 
and Ceremonies added, Ge, But 
let thefé at Prelate: 


it would him tenable them to perever co the nd, 
his Glory and their own Eternal Comfort... 


Nor do we 


put any Vow, Covenant: tipon any 


_.Perfon, fave only. what the very. Naturé-of the, Baptifina 
it felf in its own, evidente,carry along with it, 

being our greateft care, neither to-add to, nor to; diminifh 
from holy Ordinances of: UChrift, to keepthem 


i1.2. 


Now 


y were delivered of Ged. 1 Cor. 


a 


Head, he takes 2 


~ 


puts a ighted 
Candle .into the Child’sy;,or God- 


2... 
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‘Th manner of the Baptized 


Churches in Celebrating 
Table nl the 


| HE 
being met together, 
and’ having {pent part of 


wards the Evening 


the Table is: de- 
_eently 
Bread and Wine. fet up- 


to due and 
Reverense im their ap- 


reftored in the 
with the fuppofed: Baptifin: 
| att needs feem more lovely, 


the day in Preaching,and 
and 


ordinarily upon the Lords 
prepared, and the 


thee, Praife thee. 


that Paflage in the-Commu- 


alfo. in man- 


F 
‘ 
=e | 
4 
| enger OF 
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a Letter’; 
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aren, (evasion, that White being compared 
h Black dothem more white; fo the true Baptifm ‘according to the 
practick part among you) being” 
‘of the prefent Reman Church,. 
and the: wretchedhefs of their devifed. 
* Fables become more manifeft to all men. Let us now fee whether they 


Te manner of the Ci 


of the Bread and Cup inthe: 


Romar Church, denyin 
the: Cup 


from Dr. Willie 


O fay here of the 
to the People, 


give 
Priefts only drinking of -it; nor | 


Bread ard 
on: neither’ 

the Flements of Bread 


of the | 
Cup in divers of their: 


imthefé words, I Worfhip thee, I 


Nor 


nion of .the Let'us. Worfhip- 


Sign of the Croft, which are 
. things too large to be diftourfed in 


At‘ fhall futhce to fer 


down the manner: their. Cele- 
bration: 


which the People undes-- 


2:.The- 
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Gal, 3. or bitter Death 


the 


for a perpetual Miniltry 


the Chrireh. of God. 


‘Phe great Ufe and My- 
{tical fignification of it, 


as Chrift is evidently fet: 


forth j in his Crucifixion, 
upon the 
 Crofs, as the alone Sacri- 

| fice, once offered for the 


Sins of Men, and: that 


there is no more Offering 


Heb. 10. for Sin, but the Offering 


b2; up of Chrift once forall. 


Then-he putteth. them 


due Ree 
of. that Dwine Ordi- 


mance, withous which 
“he lifteth 


will come, together 
for the worle,and not for 
the better. 


Mat.r6.. ‘Then raking Bread 


26. into his. bands, he calleth 
upon God in the Media- 
Gr. tion of Jefus Chrift,for a 


41. 23; Bleffing upon. th@PBread, 


it_ may be*Sandtified 
. for that holy ufe for which 


was ordained by Chrift, 


_ and that by Faith, all 
‘that are to partake of that 


_and lifting u 


boweth. again, 
ward the Hoft [that is she 


He fmiteth-h} d 
ices five Croftes- withe 


2. The Demino, is 


ten times together, and Ie 


Miffa is fang thirteen umes, 


with long and tedious Notes. 
3. The Prieft isto fay divers 


privately to him@le 
_ 4 He is taughe by the Rubrick 
tomake thi feveral Crofles upon: 


the Bread, thé Cup,, the 


hi forehead... 
5. Their are as fol 


“The Prieft boweth. his Body,. 
o-himfelf, kiffeth the 


Altar on the ‘Fight fide: then he 
and looketh to- 


he joyneth his hands,. wipeth his: 
fingers, lifteth up the Hoflt,. then: 


himéelf,. and lifteth up 
he boweth again, 


together,, 

Then he how and lieth, up: 
the Cup then.to his Breaft,. 
or above his éad. He ferteth it 
down again at | wipeth his 
then he {prea Arins a-crofs.. 

He boweth ody, rilmg-up, he- 
kiffeth.the A, right fide-. 


; uncovering: 


his eyes, and. boweth> 

his eyes 
agaia, and lift 
eth. up) the Hoft. above his fore~ — 
head ; then he uncovereth the Cup, 
and holdeth i it between. his hands,. 
Keeping his thumb and his finger. 


Baptift. 
é 
i 
| | 
| 
; 
| 
| 
i 
4 
Jolm 6. upon the Body. of Chritt t 
35; which is the true Breac 
and. by him live for ever. 
Th 


a & % 
* 
; Ls 


i 
People under t 
hs «4% 


wee ad 


Ba iff, 
Thea the 


Bread, pronouncing the 
words © ‘Chri, This is 
Body, Se. willeth.the 


~iCor.11. People to receive it in Te- 


__asfhewing forth the Death 

of Chrift till he come the 
4 ‘time without fin 


herb the Cup, after the 


"Bread, and with. Prayer 

faitable to'that My- 
it being fanctifed, 
Whe remembring the 
_ ‘words of Chrift, ‘This Cup 
3s the New Teftament in my 
Blood, €e. partakes of it 
 himflf (as he did alfo-of 


to 
nicate to Congre- 
| » and the all 


hortation is giveh to the 


oP 


we five ‘Eter- 


. his Bleffin 


¢s,in the moft j 


ax 4 ? 
5 
4 
I 


| 


Church. 


fate: the. 


“Altar, the fub-Deacon 


ercy of God in the 
ae) Se of his Son to dye for 
3 oe 
‘BF 


Papift. 

the Hoft beyond the Cup, twice, 
on each lide under the Cup and 
before it. 
Then he layeth his hands upon 
the Altar, the Deacon reaching 
him ‘the Paten, he putteth it to his 
right eye, ‘hon to his left, he ma- 
keth a Crofs beyond his head with 
it, he kiffeth it and layeth it down. 

Then he breaketh the-Hoft in 
three, holding two pieces in his 


‘left hand and ‘one in his right over 
the:Cup, which ‘with: 2 Crofs he 


letteth fall into it. 
'Then he kiffeth the 


the Deacon taketh the Pax from - 


the: Prieft, giveth it to the fub- 
“Deacon and he'to the Quire. Then 
‘humbling firft taketh 
the Body, and then the Blood, fo 
he goeth to the right horn of the 
poureth in 
Wine, and the. Prieft rinfeth the 
and wafheth his hands turn- 


| ing bil himfelf to the People. 


aad 
fecond 


clo- 

prayeth tohim- | 

again, making the 

of the Crofs, and bowing a 


time. 
‘Thin 


+ all is concluded with Prayers Lord for all 
joyful manner. that the Minifter is abic 
| to expres chem, and then ufuallyfomething is given to the Poor, 
as every mans heart maketh him willing, being notconftrained 
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‘Dear the cyurep. 


I have given ‘you 


oy: ous Obfervations of thote who would be thought the trueft Church*%a_ 
Ordinances of our Lord 


Earth, though they hive afluredly changed 
more than any fort of Chriftians; I have alfo fe before you the puri- 


ty and fimplicity (and yet the great: utility) of thefé two great Ordi~ 
nances, that you may be more inwardly affected .with them, but efpe- 


cially with him whom they fo noliel reprefents, for to. this end are 
they ordained ‘to fet forth Chrift and him Crucified... 

OF all the difficulties with which you are likely to be tried in > oath 
of your Religious Profeffion,hat Queftion which concerns the Fudge of thefe 
and other Controverfies in Religion, is like to be the mott dangerous, be~ 
 eaufe you have been little’exercifed in it ; as becaufe many perfons 
Eminency and Authority are deeply radicated. and very expert 
in an opinion diametrically oppofite to yours, for they fay, thar the 4i~ 


og ving voice of the Church, affembled in a General Council of ‘her Bifbops and 


‘ethers, is the only inflible Fudge to desermine all in matters 


Faith and Religion. 
On the: other ies We have been taught, and have conftantly i 


fieved tharit is all Chriftians Duty to. rely » and before all things, 


upon the Authority and. fis fufficiency of the voice of God xbimfelf, as he Speaks 
in the Holy Scriptures, as the hefty and only infallible Decider of all Queftions 


that fhall arife, ( efpecially inthe Chriftian Church, and fince the holy Sam 


tures were written and received ). about matters of Faith and Religion 
And indeed it @éms very {trange that any man fhould think there is 
a better Judge than God himfelé, of what is trge, and) what is; other-- 
Wwiie, in matters of Religion ; and to be: fure he fpeaks to. us with the: 
-greateft Certainty, and Authority, by the hol 

- ptures. And itis as ftrange that the Church, 
Light ‘and Authority “etn God and his Wor 
kee felf rather than to him: methinks they fhoy 4 
Subftitute faid ro St. Pau!) Haft % 


fay vo us (as Cefa’s 
as he {peaks in 


Scriptures ? to God and: his Scriptures fhalt go. And efpeci- 


ally when: this is the queftion, What fort of G$riftiars-are the true 
Chrift? for it feems then the moft unf€afonable thing in the 
a that any Party contending for this ‘Title 

own on that is 


- 


‘Church, make any 


3 
4 
3 


Pen-men. of the. Seri? 
ho muft derive all her’ - 
the \d appeal men to- 


by meerly avouching 


then, that we mult 
ch. And nowit 


- 


Ceremoni- | 
4 
. 


(Ged him&IF does not reveal to us who is his Church, we fhall never 
|. | id her; nor does*he reveal this, bur by the Teftimonies of the Scri- 
ff ae ste there | mutt we find the Church of God, or no where. For 
but Enthufiafts pretend to any other Revelation in this Cafe ; and 
donbe the Papifts are more then a little Enthufisftical; 
{ifr rather than lee God's Word decide this Queftion about the Church, 

al y will fiye Miracles, as if a falfe Prophet may nor a Sign, or 
like prove, be nothing bur a lye: fe Deut. 15. Sure- 
| Ply he thar thall pretend to work a Miracle or Wonder én thefe days, to 
Grave fach, or fuch a People to be the Church, I the more 
both tiie and his Church ; becaufe we have a fure Word of Pro- 
| |“ ixecy confirmed by Miracles ‘already, which Word, doth as fully fer 
.° Saforth the Church, as it &ts forth any thing ; infomuch as men may as 
i a 4 oe call for Miracles to prove there is 2 God, and that this God is true, 
| {a to call for Miracles to prove the true Church. | 
ae 7 | Indeed the Church of Chrift being once found,then all wift and modeft 
| qt will readily tend an Ear to her in all tings, and efpecially when 
undertakes to expound the dark or myfterious ts of our Reli- 
| gio ay or offers her Jud in things doubrful, [for as for the com- 
point of the Faith, be thar ie wit and good Man, 
gt phd no ways byafled by Intereft, may perhaps. know thefe things, as 
ae tell as the Church, or at leaft, fich as call themfélves Church-men.] 
| ‘But to be bound to adhere to any Church in thefe days, as £0 a people 
which cannot poffibly be miftaken in any matters of Faith, or ag 

feeins an Atribute'tco high Society of Sinful men, 
Ethere is mone that liveth and finneth not Gol ce 
That the Church Miftaken, it ought not 
itd be fpoken: and if it be only proper to the Almighty to fay He cannot 
dye 5 It muft not’be faid of the Church, that ‘She cannot lye, left he re- 
a prove us, and we be found Lyars. Rom. 3.4. Let God be true, and eve- 
Man tyar, for thus it is written; and again, Hof 11.12. Ephra- 

ith ith me about with Lyes, and the Honje of VGael with Deceit. This 


Pw. Latdene, yet Chap. 12. 2. God tells them be bad a Controverfie with them 
(affo, Certain it is that famous Churches have erred in matters of Faith, 
others were as liable to err as they, no Church being herein pri- 
|wiledged above another, for any thing that God has faid in his 

be ony where exhort his te bewase of Sin, Error and 
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| Spirit faith to the Churches : but he does not fay to any of them thae 
they cannot Err, therefore We are not to hear fuch a ftory of any Churefi. 


16.18. Is a gracious Promife indeed, That’ the Gates of Hell foal 


not prevail againft the Church of Chryt, as founded upon himfelf,. in the 
true F sich of St. Peter. But this-Promife belongs to saan true Churches 
equally, yet no man ever durft affirm from hence, That no true Church 


¢an pofhbly err. And St.Peter, who underftood this Promife, never 
told any Church of his Planting, that they could not Err; but rather tells 


them they may err, fo as to fall from thesr fedfapfinefiy and be led away 
with the ervor of the Wicked. Indeed if any Church could be affigned 


here on Earth that cannot err, matters of Faith, it were 


the eafieft thing in the World to find the Truth, having once found 
the Church; for we fhould have no need to know any thing but whar 
that Church fpeaks, and to receive her Determinations as God's Oracles: 
but then I confider again that we fhould perhaps have great, incofive- 
~ nience alfo, For, if all the made by General Councils be 

_ obliging to us, and were bound up together, we fhould never be able” 
ee: to underftand them; it will then be our 
beft, at the long-run, to take Sanétuary at the Word af Ged, as our 
Guide, and to the Church. 

. Burl er farther, that no man makes any particular Church 
this Guide, but does refer us to the Univerfal Church, aS aflembledin 
a General Council. Surely either this ,is to make as many Univerfal 
Churches at leat as there has been Ages fince Chrift was upon the 
Farth ; or if all make but one Univerfal Church, the direction given 
to follow her Sentence, is {Carce practicable; for how long will it be 
before a man can be aflured, what was held, and what ween 
_by the Church in all Ages? indeed there are Men born of great confi- 
dence, who wil tell us that the Catholick, or Univerfal Church hath al- 
and fuch as are 


Reale ia 


\ 


to make fure work with fuch boldTTalkers,about the truthof thethings sl 
which they affirm, about the truth of the Antiquity of. thefe 
things, that is, that they appear by fome Divine Record to have been 4 
delivered to the firft Churches, by Men approved of God, to be the if 


4 
s 
< 


| Foe aud in our Cah, from 
of our A tion againft the Jems, in 
oppc a to a Tradition, or Mo/aical tin the Café of Divorce, 
Mac. 19.8. From the beginning it was not fo, For feeing the Apoftles 
did faithfully deliver the whole Counfel uf God to the Churches, 
condemning all that fhall teach otherwife than they had taught the 
‘the Doétrine of GodlinefS ; or-thar fhould not confent to wholefome 
“words, even the off due Lord ie iy therefore necef- 


) Jary to bring all Doétrines and Praétices in the Chriftian Church to the 


| ‘Deft of the moft pure and Primitive Antiquity ; for that Church which | 


: , | 4 th that Argument fairly on her fide,cannot fail of alt other Arguments, 


can be any way neceffary for her Juftification ; for indeed this 
the arid they that have not this, have 
pone of the other ; which thing being well confidered, look back upon 


‘thid for them, even by. your Adverfaries, and take comfort ; for whoe 
Eee » it is certain that you only have it. 


For what isthe moft ancient Record? DoubtleG rhe Holy Scripture;; 
if 6, let the queftion be about Chrift and his Church, there muft — 
find them both, or no where. If any Man like not this ‘Doétrine ; ; 

iF et him fhew me, if he can, thefe lovely Objects without behol- 
to the Scri attempt this, weith: 
table faccefs, bein foon driven to.a fhamefut filence ; and indeed. 

the whl World mut into. utter filence as. touching this great 

Chrift and his unlefs the Word of God, (as it is de- 

| the Holy in thefe 


of then fic dh feo 
any Man ‘can brin 


Principles ( O ye Baptized Chriftians.) and upon what hath been | 
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‘pear the > 
a without a vicious Cirtle, 
them both fufficiently proved, and prudently accepted for by all the 
a of Credibility, as Miracles, Holsnefs, &c. by which Chrift proved bim- - 
| felf and his New Gofpel. But as for the Senfe of the Scripture, I have more 
than fufficiently demonfirated, that the Scripture it {elf cannot bear witnels for 
it, but that this mnuft be had from a Lm Fudge, viz. the Church, the 
Infallible Interpreter of Gods Word. 
To this 1 anfwer briefly: That is a vicious Circle, Gut of which 
no man can lawfully deliver himfelf, but muft run in a Round with- — 
outend ; and truly is this Circular Argumentation of my Adver-. 
— fary, he will prove = his Church by the Scripture. 2. He will prove the — 
_ Scripture to be true by his Church, and pe will: prove his Church true, | 
by the Scripture, before the Scr be proved true; and he will 
| e the Scripture to be true, it hatn proved his Church true. 
This Meander is no way to be avoided that I can but 


either the Scripture, or the Church to be its own Evidence, 
a Regrefs makes his Café worle ; for by it, they be both fiiffici- 
proved, before cither of them be proved, ~ both prudently ae-. 


of and. which is moft {trange 
all 


the reft, thefe things are all done before the. Scripture hath any 


fenfe known ; "for of this be is the moft of all confident, that the Senfe of 


the Scripture muft be had from a levi Fudge, viz, the Church, the Infalli- 
ble of Gods Word. So that this he Conclulion of the 


Roman Church muft then give the Senfé of that 
Scripture, which had no Senfé before, when it proved Her to be the . 


here is indeed a Regre/ius bur no 


wile men Should confer that. the Scripare is its 
great, if not the greatelt 


own 
Tetament being the bef ofthe ld, 
felf alfo in many places: for Example ; Ir tells itn “ 
the Heavens muft mo Cit eine 
of refrefb come from the Pr the Lord, Ad. 2.21. 


_ of Chrift, which afcendedto Heaven, is upon the Earth, till he {hall 
“befent the fecond time, [for God fall fond Folin, faith St. Peer] be- 
_caufe the Scripture 

Heb. 8. 4. 


Eu 


whole Matter: The Scripture without. Senfe mult prove the Roman 


tells us in another place, That of Felis were on Earth, | 


> 
; 
| 
i 
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‘ 
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t 
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is therefore as plain be plats can be, that the Papi ifts make void 


of Chit, Se. Peter “when ‘they 
the World thar thie real Body of Chrift which afcended into Hea- 
is now really, carnally, prefent upon the Earth, that 
A j% upon their Altars, and in the Hands and Mouths of their Priefts — 
People, as often as they celebrate MafS, and confequently heisfo 
=: | | far from being received into Heaven sill” the time of his fecond com- — 
es ing, that he is, according to their own Opinion, received boddy upon — 
mg Earth ten thoufand times, and in ten thoufand places, tohis being once _ 
geceived bodily into Heavens Sure their Opinion is directly againft the 
| | Scripture, as as their Tranfubftantiation is directly again{t the bet 


| | Senfé, and the beft Reafon, with which Almighty God hath endowed 
+ | ithe beft of Men, as has been clearly evi by many learned Dif 
me. OP publifhed, | under the Title of Difcourfe again{t Tranfubftantiation : 
Printed this Year, and fold by Mr. dyimer a the 
My Leamed Adverfary, and indeed she Papift 
@vehemently after this manner, admitting that the Church isto follow the 
| Rule of God’s Pevealed Word in alt ber nitions ; yet they hold it ex- 
ae? fo, fay they, He will be bis own Fudge: And as in: a Nation 
| ° | Swhere no Judge of the Law is appointed, there can be no Juftice, but 


i ; among which, I would commend to your Perufal, one lately 
¢, Price Six Pence. 
do urge us 
itrational, that all that can read it, fhould 
very man will be his own Judge ; fo likewite, unlef there dp Su- 


What my Adverfary means by God’s revealed Word, 
ak bur I doubt he extends that Term farther than the 

Holy Scripture, elf I am enough, the Church of ‘Rome bas no 
tealed Word of God. t0 follow in very many of her Obférvations : te 
this pafat prefent, I anfwertothe Objection thus; ‘ 
| 4\a. feems to be builr upon many dangerous Suppofitions, fiich as 
||. | thefe, “That we ought to reft upon the Sentence of a Prieft (for we mutt 
hear the Mouth) for the ftate of our Soul,as on the Sen- 

ees ge in.a Civil Court for a matter of Debt, &. and that we: 
 boufid ro fearch the: for Eternal Life, than to” 
Book for our ‘Temporal Life{nay, here I do thenr 


wi. permit wo Fed Sue bu 


mai’ 
7 
| 
ib 


in’ the Lar, Mat. 2.8. Itfuppo 


ing, 


to be fo; and by the fame Judgment 


thi dapwhom you will: ferve. Heb. (1.25. 


Hear the Church, 37 


the Prieft cannot 


forbid us to read the Holy Scripen re.] It fu 


deceive us; when the Prophet tells us, that t 


yet they bad caufed many to flumble at the Law, becaule they had beew par- 
fes, whoever falls under the Sen-. 


tence of the Prieft, is as furely damned, as he is caft or hanged, that 


falls under the Sentence of a Judge in Law. | Which may be fa alle, for 
the Priefts did joynrly fentence our Blefled Saviour, Saying, We have a 
Law, and by our Law he ought to dic. ‘It’s true, ahatfoever the Church 


dotl, ‘tities Earth, is bound in Heaven ; but then nothing | is bound on 


_ Earth, unlefs fhe judge righteoufly ; for it is written, that the Cure 


caufelefs fall not come, Pinon 26.2. and feeing fhe may be deceived, . 


leaft'by falfe Witnefles) She may condemn the Innocent, though She 


had no mind to do fo, which fhews She is not infullible, whatever men 
talk to the contrary.} I do nor like this Opinion, ‘therefore becaufe it 


leaves not Liberty for thofe whom the Church condemns, to appeal fo 
much as to Almighty God, who knows the Hearts of all: men, whilft 
the Church knows them not. But I anfWwer to the, Objection, by fay- 


the Church, and no wife Man ever thought otherwifé, and the Mem- 
bers of the Church mutt be content to abidethe Sentence of the Church, 


though they be innocent, till God clears their 5’ bur all’ this | 
while we fu fe the Church we {peak of, be! 
that She j to Evidence ; 


not’ all Secrets, nor all things contained’ in ‘the Scriptures, we alfo 


She may~ pothibly miftake , though ‘never fo » Honeft. 
of Knowledge or or Digretion, which Men 


a 2. There isa Jad 


receive the ‘Truth of the Gofpel, as underftanding, ‘and {o believing it 


he refufes what is falfe, as un- - 
derftanding it to be fo; and till his Underftanding be well informed, or 
rationally fatishied by Bvidencb, ‘he Wf thate "he 


convincing: 
_ Underftanding and Spirit of a Man, do either the one or the other: 
And hence it is, that Salvation, (and confequently the means to ob- 


offered to tt che ef Fol. =4. Chufe 
chofe rather ete Juffer 


Affisttion with the People of God, ‘than to enjoy the Pleafires of Sin for a fea~ 


tain it) -are 


| though the Pricfis Lips i 
preferve Knowledge, and that we fhould the Law at lis Mouth, 
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which te Charles ser 


"peat the 


dhe You, uchers ia. these eniddle: Age, 
fome nor Age; all the Liberty which we contend for, is, that 
Men may have the free ule of the Means, by which they may.know — 
t "Truth, and be allowed to under{tand it before they be admitted _ 
to Sacred things, that they may not only be able to give a Reafon of 
"allo be able to do (as they are alfo exhort- 
ed)’ Prove every man hs own Work, that he may have rejsycing in bimfeif 
alone, and not in anather, Gal. 6.455: 


"There i¢ no. Man that would more plaiily (chan my felf) 
ated tothe Church of God, all that Honour and Obedience which God 
'} hathallowed Her; but to fay, She cannot err, is to make Her more like 
God than She is. think can be fafely affirmed, is) That She 


as utterly to ceafé from be that God will have 


inter- 
of 'Chrift fhould be like the Dove in the fecret places of the Stasré, 
<2. of thruft into Prifons, and our of ight, which might 
the Faithful even to think there was no Church ‘remaining (like 
a - that of the Proper, who defired rather to die than to live, becaufe he 
a t the Faithful hhad utterly failed, and himfelf left alohe) I fay, 
that then they fhould remember 
the aud therefore God hath always hada Church, how- 
=e may. Judgment in all the Will of Ged, 


of the Thredfeld @rder of Mi- 


ce |i fome have to in Print, that there are daly 
ing in the Church of Chrilt, Elders and Dea- 
bey boldly teil us, that the Ofhce of Timorly and Titw was Temporary, 
they had none to facceed them. What I have formerly ‘written 


Principle, will, I.fear, undo it. 


es 
g 


‘to the Truth it lf ; and our Adverfarics know how to make ufe of | 


them againft us, and our Holy Profeffton, though they cannot be Ig- 
_norant of the great Divifions which were in the Churches in the Apo- 
ftles Days, nor fhould they be ignorant of their own ; ane to the end 
they may fee they are no more happy in that matter than their Neigh- 
‘bours, Jetthem confider what. Bernard hath written of them, as he is — 
quoted by the Leamed, m_ Cant. Serm: 33. Ais Words are to this, 


“ From whom fhall the Church hide her lf? Allare Friends, and 
“* all arc Enemies; all are Kinsfolks, aud all are Adverfarics ; all rat 
“ Houthold Servants, and. there is none at peace ; all are Neighlou 
and all feel but’ their own Profit. ‘Fhey are Minilters o Cheitt, 
© and ferve Anti-Chrift; they do Honvur of the Good- 
© nefsof the Lord, unto an they do no Honour, ‘Fhereby cometh 
that Beauty of the Harloe, which thou io their Apparel, 
® as the Play ers of Comedies. a 
by thou the: the Bridles, Saddles b 
the Table bead wih Me an reby 
Drunkenne urtony : re proceedeth, t Harp and the 
“ Viol: Thereby are the Prefies ef over, andthe Garners full, 
an{wening the one to. theother : are the Boxes full of Oynt- 
ment and fweet Savour : the Purfes filled, ‘Therefore 
a they be, and are the Princes of the Chunches. The Pro- 
fts, Deans, Arch-Deacons, Bilhops, Arch-Bifhaps, and thefe 
« things come atl, ey the bulinels of 


Dar 
© Behold Peace my bitternef§ is moft bitrer, I hath been 


before bitter in the Death of Martyrs, afterwards more bitter in _ 


“ Controverfie with Hereticks; now it is moft bitter in the manners of 
* thofe of our own Houle. . We can neither chafé them away, they 
“are fo mighty, and multiplied without Number; the Sores and 
6 of the Church are entred into the inwatd parts, and are incu 
and therefore is ker Bitternefsmoft bitter. 
in Pfal.j0.6,11. “O Lord Jefiss,thou haft multiplied the 
* but not encreafed their Joy ; all the Chriftians almoit, do feck. t 
« into Works of Darknefs, and: the Health: of Souls is not fearched 
“ for, but the Pleafure of Vices: “Therefore arethey fhorn : There~ 


| 
ii? 
a 
| 
a 
| 
it 
44 
i} 
| ; 
i 
im 
of 
‘ 
i? 
3 
| 
* 
te 
a 


vue VOL 


«They moftimpudenty’ daily by fox 
Arck Bithopricks, There remaineth nothing, but that the ‘Man 
© © of Sin, the Son of Perdition, be revealed. 
in the Converfion of St.Paul. “ Alas, O Lord God, 
“ Es@ the firft which do perfecute thee, whom we de fee to love the higheft 
 , @ Places inthy Church, and do hold the ity, and by Power 
and ftrength have taken the Archesof Sion, and afterward freely have 
fet all on fire. . ‘Their Converfation is miferable, the Subver- 
fon of thy People pi, And {peaking to the. Pope, be  (aith, This 
Mortal not begun in thy days, but Lied 
may end in In the mean time thou art 
decked up very gorgeoufly. If I durft fpeak, thy is a 
-\ & ® Park of Devils then of She Did St. Peter do "3 Did St. Paul 
~.  & mock after that fort? Behold the murmuring and complaint of all 
+ #* Churches, they do cry out that they are cut in pieces, and difmem- 
~ 2 & bred, There are very few, or almoft nore, that do not fear the 
ftroak or Wound. Thus far 
Let not then the Papifts contemn or defpifé us, oF De- 
in refpe& of Unity, neither Jet us defpife them, becaufe of the 
_ & QDif€ords which have been, or are among them. Let us beware of the 
_ %* ‘caufe of thofe Calamities, and ftrive only for the true Form, and due 
Spirit of which hath infer- 


nity, 


4 
A 


| 
at. Love, (even the Love of God, fhed 
Ghoit) poflels the Room of all our | 
«See 1 hat thus it may be, is the Prayer of | 
ve Your Leving Brother, 
_ Thomas Grantham. 


the Original Maps of 


the Holy Scripeures: 


BRETHREN, 


ftians, ding thom knew notthe . 
riginals, Co fit to ‘part of | 
I in Anfwer to this fpe- 


“cious Objedtion ; 3 In uétion of my Book-of Primi- 


the Original, will appear, when you confider, 


did write the Drag bts Holy 


tive Chriftianity, Jom pe and pernicious this Tath: is about 
no man 
and A- 


living ever faw the very P 


apers in which the. 


«fbow, 


bs abnfe tbe World, and 
the C sin World at ashy or 
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let mot this off 
Tt feems to bave.been th 
many Copics are taken.and fpread in many Nations , thefé firft i3 
Draughts {bould not continue long for bad any now but fo 
much Confidence, as to fay they have thefe very firft Sheets o i. 


to the fight of them to any 
the: may be faid of potent"Party, . 


tebe ever fen th efare they 
+ quarrel about their Copies. Thus hath God’s Wifdom dif- — 


| herein, better for bis Church than She could have 


r deftred. 
thas fo an 
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wrk 
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Orinthians ,- 
ard. Onefimus wrote that™to Colofius. 

had. only Opies, wend ought appears, mever 


fome Copies Copies did accidentally vary Jome 
pag we think that when the Holy les preached, that they 


Bad fill the very a Phrafes?. This were idle to ima- 
gine, and get bey joe Gofpel: to preach in every 
fe I ‘fpeak nol thie, if J. appraved of alecring the Holy Wri- 

5 #0, not in least 3 Jota 5 yet if 


Brethren’ 


pes written - 
othe Hebrews 
written by as “tid ript. [he 
“TY FO The Was wr at 
‘ 


Seribing, or Printing, there fhould be fome fuch Failure, do 
not think that by and by that Copy were to be rejetted, orthe 4% © 
Authority of the Scriptures therefore to be called in queftion, = 
that men might fet up themfelues above it. Some under pre- — 
tence of being the Church, and others pretending the Spirit, 
whil/t they both rejeE the Church and the Spirit, as beld forth — 
it, and {peaking by the Holy Scriptures, A plain InStance of — 
this, we in the Papifts, and most Pedo-Baptilts, who 

whil# they feem to admire General Councils, Fathers, ee. 
they regard not the Decrees of the bef Councils and Fathers, 
which were held by the Apoftles and Elders, and Brethren at 
Jerufalem, who among other things, forbid the eating of 
things ftrangled, and Blood, which the Church obferved for 
Several hundred of years after (_for indeed they were deli- > 
vered to the Churches to be kept, wot to be broken, AGs - 
16.1, 2.] without all Confcience of thefe Decrees, the 


feed upon &c. And on the other fide, how ridgidly do ~ | 
impofe the Decrees of the Trent Councils, in theCafe of 


Tranjubstantiation (though mever heard of before it was there — 
invented) infomuch as they have punifbed with the crucleSB 
Death, fuch as in Confcience could not fubfcribe unto it. God | 


«give theme a better Underftanding, and more Moderation for 


But ye, Brethren, as you have received thefe Holy Decrees. 
among the rest of the Heavenl of by the moft 
Antient Fathers, even the Apostles of our Lord, fo walkin 
them, and keep the Ordinances as they weredelivered by ss 
them, who received them of the Lord. Now the Lord 
_ ancreafe our Faith, that we may be able to Stand fast in the 
a. to overcome all Difficulties. So prays your — 
| 


F 2 ag Hear 
¢ 


ty 
4. 
j 
a 
= 
{ 
4 
a 
‘ 
d 
«4 
é 
j 
ab 
5, 


